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31. Coalition (National) Government^ 1931

Prime Minister: Mr MacDonald.

In August 1931 the committee of the Labour Cabinet which had been
discussing the financial situation decided to consult the Opposition leaders.
Mr MacDonald and Mr Snowden saw Mr Baldwin and Mr Neville
Chamberlain and then Sir Herbert Samuel; the proposals to be reported to
the Cabinet were disclosed. These proposals were, however, supported by only
a minority in the Cabinet. As no agreement could be reached, Mr MacDonald
and Mr Snowden saw Mr Neville Chamberlain, Sir Samuel Hoare, Sir Herbert
Samuel and Sir Donald Maclean, and the Opposition leaders agreed to
support the proposals of the Prime Minister and Mr Snowden. There were
three other meetings of the same group, while the Cabinet went on dis-
agreeing and eventually agreed to resign. Mr MacDonald offered the resig-
nation of his Government and advised the King to consult the Opposition
leaders as to the course to be taken. Mr Baldwin and Sir Herbert Samuel
advised that an all-party Government should be formed, and Mr MacDonald
agreed. The King then held a conference consisting of Mr MacDonald,
Mr Baldwin, and Sir Herbert Samuel. He first presided and then withdrew.
Agreement being reached, Mr MacDonald accepted the task of forming a
Coalition ('National') Government. It was announced that it would not be
a Coalition Government in the ordinary sense, but a Government of co-
operation for the one pupose of dealing with the national emergency. 'When
that purpose is achieved the political parties will resume their respective
positions.* The action of their leaders was supported at meetings of the
Conservative and Liberal parties, but no meeting of the Parliamentary
Labour party was summoned and nearly all the Labour members followed
Mr Henderson into Opposinon. When a vote of confidence was proposed in
the House of Commons in September there voted for the Government
243 Conservatives, 53 Liberals, 12 Labour and 3 Independents; and against
the Government 243 Labour and 8 Independents, the Government thus had
a majority of 60.
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